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Hopkinton Medical Reserve Report
The Hopkinton MRC Executive committee is so thankful and proud of the hard work that all the Hopkinton volunteers contributed to the success of our local community Medical Reserve Corps.  Since 2006 we recruited more than 80 volunteers, developed a strong Executive Committee and achieved a variety of tasks.  Some of our accomplishments are:

· Coordination with the Police and Fire Departments to develop a plan that will utilize MRC volunteers in emergency situations
· Permission to use Hopkinton’s Reverse 911 system to notify our MRC volunteers in an emergency situation

· Identified the locations of all Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) in public buildings

· Coordination with the Animal Control Officer to identify the emergency needs of pets and other domestic animal and offered our assistance should there be an emergent need.
· Worked with the First Congregational Church to include an MRC flyer in their community outreach program and presented Family Preparedness

·  Annually staff a table on Community Wellness Day at the High School, distributing information on Family Preparedness and the role of the MRC, where a great number of residents complete applications to join the MRC.
In 2008, Hopkinton hosted 11 Medical Reserve Corps trainings, which included Basic First Aid, CPR with AED, Psychological First Aid, Behavioral Health, ICS 100 and 200, Red Cross Shelter Operations, Scene Safety and Mass Community Care.  Throughout MA Region 4A, of which Hopkinton is part, there were over 100 classes that Hopkinton volunteers had access to for free.

In February we had a badging and general meeting for all of our Medical Reserve Corps volunteers and we compiled a list of volunteers that were willing to serve on sub-committee’s to help improve the preparedness of Hopkinton and our MRC volunteers.

We met with the new Health Director, Ed Wirtanen, introduced him to the Hopkinton MRC Executive Committee and invited him to attend our 5 Executive Meetings and 2 smaller meetings.  We are building stronger external partnerships with the Hopkinton Women’s Club, the Hopkinton School District Safety Committee, local Day Care Centers and Churches by presenting and sharing print material about family preparedness, hand washing, cough etiquette and educating them about the Hopkinton MRC.
The MRC deployed 8 Hopkinton Medical Reserve Corps volunteers during the December 2008 Ice Storm. Hopkinton has expressed their pride in these volunteers who gave their time to help staff the Special needs shelters.  We also worked with Chief Irvin to update the MRC call down list into the CTY connect system. 

In September 2007 we tested a Drive-Through Emergency Dispensing Site (EDS).  During that drill we processed 188 cars with approximately 300 citizens and learned a great deal about how we will respond in the event of a real Pandemic.  Other communities in our Region and State have used our template for the Drive-Through EDS to develop their own community Drive-Through EDS plans. Finally, in November and December 2007, MRC volunteers staffed three Flu Clinics held at the Senior Center, dispensing more than 250 vaccines.

To date in 2009, the Hopkinton MRC Executive committee continues to meet at least every other month to plan the following agenda items in part.  Hopkinton hosted 4 classes that were available to our volunteers and an additional 40 were held throughout the region. We are doing a public education campaign in partnership with the Health Department to educate Hopkinton citizens about H1N1 (swine flu). We set up a series on HCAM, our local cable station, about family preparedness, hand washing, cough etiquette and Flu Care at home.
We look forward to continuing to strengthen the Hopkinton Medical Reserve Corps response capacity and continue to partner with the Health Department, Police Department, Fire Department, Hopkinton School District and other community organizations in Hopkinton.
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